Letter to the Editors

Re: Andrew Hunt: Nazism, 20 March 2010, published on Thursday 25 March 2010
Prof. Hunt's commentary is unhelpful in coming to grips with the phenomenon of Nazism and with the more general issue of man's cruelty to man. Although he alludes to the International Day for the Elimination of Racism, the article indirectly promotes anti-German racism.   As former Secretary of the UN Human Rights Committee and retired Chief of Petitions at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva, I am offended by the insinuation that there may be "something uniquely German about the Nazis" and that ordinary Germans participated in the horrors. There is nothing new or profound about this question. It was already posed by Goldhagen in 1996 and rejected across the board by all serious historians. As the Milgram and other experiments illustrate, all of us are capable to commit crimes and even to torture our fellow men under particular circumstances. We in the United Nations have been fighting for decades against stereotypes and generalizations like "all Germans", "all Jews", "all Poles", etc. No one will hold the Russians collectively guilty for Stalin, or the average Chinese guilty for Mao's crimes, or the Iraqi's for Saddam Hussein. Who is holding us collectively responsible for the crimes committed by the Spanish and by the Anglo-Saxons against the First Nations of North and South America? Who holds us Americans collectively accountable for Guantanamo?
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